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DISEASE PREVENTION AND TREATMENT

Although the world is on the brink of eradicating polio and gaining in the battle against HIV/AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis, non-communicable diseases like heart and lung disease, diabetes, and cancer cause more than 75 percent of deaths worldwide.[endnoteRef:1] And one billion people suffer from tropical illnesses such as dengue fever, sleeping sickness, and river blindness.[endnoteRef:2] Also, 100 million are pushed into poverty each year by medical costs.[endnoteRef:3]  [1:  U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 2015]  [2:  World Health Organization 2015]  [3:  World Health Organization 2015] 

ROTARY’S ROLE IN RESPONSE                      
Rotary carries out sustainable projects – a goal of our strategic plan – to bring positive, lasting change to communities locally and globally. One of our areas of focus is working with communities to support disease prevention and treatment. Rotarians are:

· Improving the capacity of local healthcare professionals 
· Promoting disease prevention programs, with the goal of limiting the spread of communicable diseases and reducing the incidence of non-communicable diseases.
· Enhancing the health infrastructure of local communities 
· Educating and mobilizing communities to prevent the spread of major diseases 
· Preventing physical disability resulting from disease or injury
· Supporting studies in disease prevention and treatment for career-minded professionals
ROTARY AT WORK
· Africa – Rotary Family Health Days have provided free health camps and training services to hundreds of thousands of people in Ghana, Nigeria, South Africa, Swaziland, and Uganda since 2011. Children are vaccinated against polio and measles, and adults receive screening for HIV, tuberculosis, malaria, and diabetes, as well as for hypertension. Led by Rotary, the program is sponsored by the South Africa Department of Health, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the U.S. Agency for International Development, and others.

· Sri Lanka – The Rotary Club of Colombo, Sri Lanka, established the Cancer Prevention and Early Detection Centre in Colombo to help more than 20,000 people in the country who are diagnosed with the disease each year. In partnership with the National Cancer Control Program and the Ministry of Health, the center has screened more than 35,000 patients in the past decade, including many women for cervical and breast cancer, and detected and referred more than 7,500 cases needing follow-up.

· Mexico – The Guerrero Clinic in Chihuahua, Mexico, has withstood neighboring drug wars and financial setbacks to treat the poor. The governor of Chihuahua credits the clinic with providing 60 percent of the state’s indigent care. Rotary clubs in southeast Texas, USA, and northern Mexico help the facility sustain patient care through the support of volunteers, contributions, and Rotary grants. As often as six times a year, the clinic offers free health care services such as cataract and cleft palate surgeries, cancer screenings, and pap smears to as many as 1,000 patients a week.
· Senegal – A $20,000 Rotary grant provided almost 4,000 insecticide-treated mosquito bed nets to poor residents in Rufisque, along with equipment and supplies to the Diokoul Kher Medical Center. Rotary has awarded more than 780 global grants totaling over $48 million for disease prevention and treatment in the past five years.   
· Nigeria – Through our efforts to eradicate polio, the world has learned important lessons and strategies that are being applied to address other health issues. Our investments in the polio eradication infrastructure in Nigeria, for example, helped the government stop the Ebola outbreak. The polio surveillance network, which monitors cases of polio, was employed to identify and track suspected Ebola cases, contributing to Nigeria’s successful response. And other critically needed health care interventions, like providing measles vaccination, vitamin A supplements, and insecticide-treated nets to prevent malaria, are being combined with polio immunization campaigns in many parts of the world.
FIND OUT MORE
Check out ways to take action and tips for success in the Areas of Focus guide.               
Apply for a Rotary grant to support a project.
Browse Rotary Showcase for disease prevention and treatment projects.
Sponsor a project on Rotary Ideas.
Learn about Rotarian action groups that are working in disease prevention and treatment and the other areas of focus.
The Secretariat’s contacts for this area of focus are Disease Prevention and Treatment/Maternal and Child Health Manager John Wahlund, Director of Programs and Grants Victor Barnes, and Grants Manager Abby McNear. 
Send general questions to RotarySupportCenter@rotary.org.
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