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MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH 

More than 6 million children under the age of five die each year from disease, malnutrition, lack of access to healthcare, and inadequate sanitation.[endnoteRef:1] Although both maternal and child death rates have decreased by almost half in the past two decades, continued support is needed to sustain progress.[endnoteRef:2] [1:   United Nations 2015]  [2:   United Nations 2015] 

ROTARY’S ROLE IN RESPONSE                      
Rotary carries out sustainable projects – a goal of our strategic plan – to bring positive, lasting change to communities locally and globally. One of our areas of focus is working with communities to support maternal, newborn, and child health.
We provide immunizations and antibiotics to babies, improve access to essential medical services, and support trained health care providers for mothers and their children. Through Rotary-supported programs, women are taught how to prevent mother-to-infant HIV transmission, how to breast-feed, and how to protect themselves and their children from disease. Our projects empower the local community to take ownership of health care training programs.  Rotary is committed to the UN Sustainable Development Goals in this area that prioritize projects to further reduce maternal death rates and target lifesaving interventions for newborns aged 0-30 days.
ROTARY AT WORK                      
· Sri Lanka – Rotarians in Sri Lanka and Germany, aided by a Rotary grant and the Helmut Kohl Foundation, jointly funded a maternity hospital in Sri Lanka. Since 2012, more than 150,000 children and 2.2 million women have benefited from medical equipment provided by Rotarians in the two countries.

· Liberia – Through a global grant project, the Rotary clubs of Los Altos, California, USA, and Sinkor, Liberia, are helping Liberian women receive HIV testing early in their pregnancy and  appropriate prenatal and postnatal care. The risk of HIV transmission to unborn children is low, if women get this testing and treatment. The project’s goal is to reduce the number of new HIV infections in Liberian children by 95 percent over two years in more than 20 clinics.

· India – Two vocational teams provided doctor and midwife training in the Calmed program (Collaborative Action in Lowering Maternity Encountered Deaths) in Gujarat and Sikkim, India. Although nearly 20 percent of all maternal deaths worldwide occur in India, most are preventable. Training recipients have since trained hundreds of their colleagues in the practical management of childbirth emergencies. In Sikkim alone, the maternal mortality rate decreased by half in a little over one year.  

· Nigeria – Rotarians in Nigeria and Germany helped reduce maternal mortality in 10 hospitals in northern Nigeria by 60 percent and neonatal mortality by 15 percent by upgrading the quality of care and facilities, and maintaining these new standards. The grant-funded project has expanded to 10 more hospitals in an effort to help Nigeria, which accounts for 14 percent of all maternal deaths worldwide, continue to achieve improvements in maternal and child health. 

FIND OUT MORE
Check out ways to take action and tips for success in the Areas of Focus guide.               
Apply for a Rotary grant to support a project.
Browse Rotary Showcase for maternal and child health projects.
Sponsor a project on Rotary Ideas.
Learn about Rotarian action groups that are working in maternal and child health and the other areas of focus.
The Secretariat’s contacts for this area of focus are Disease Prevention and Treatment/Maternal and Child Health Manager John Wahlund, Director of Programs and Grants Victor Barnes, and Grants Manager Abby McNear. 
Send general questions to RotarySupportCenter@rotary.org.
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